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rarely fine hands; Miss Lewiston, maid of honor to Mary Stewart; Mary Stewart herself; Mme. Elisabeth de France, the unhappy Queen of Spain; and Mine. Claude. Elisabeth was nine years old, Claude eight, and Mary Stewart twelve. Obviously, the Queen aimed at showing off Clarissa Strozzi and Miss Fleming without other rivals in the King's eyes. The King succumbed: he fell in love with Miss Fleming, and she bore him a son, Henri de Valois, Comte d'Angouleme, Grand Prior of France.
But Diane's influence and position remained unshaken. Like Mme. de Pompadour later with Louis XV., the Duchesse de Valentinois was forgiving. But to what sort of love are we to ascribe this scheme on Catherine's part? Love of power or love of her husband? Women must decide.
A great deal is said in these days as to the license of the Press; but it is difficult to imagine to what a pitch it was carried when printing was a new thing. Aretino, the Voltaire of his time, as is well known, made monarchs tremble, and foremost of them all Charles V. But few people know perhaps how far the audacity of pamphleteers could go. This Chateau of Chenonceaux had been given to Diane, nay, she was entreated to accept it, to induce her to overlook one of the most horrible publications ever hurled at a woman, one which shows how violent was the animosity between her and Mme. d'Etampes. In 1537, when she was eight-and-thirty, a poet of Champagne, named Jean Voute, published a collection of Latin verses, and among them three epigrams aimed at her. We must conclude that the poet was under high patronage from the fact that his volume is introduced by an eulogmm written by Simon Macrin, the King's first Gentleman of the Bedchamber. Here is the only passage quotable to-day from these epigrams, which bear the title: In Pic-taviam, anum aullcam. (Against La Poitiers, an old woman of the Court.)
" Non trahit esca ficta prsedam."
" A painted bait catches no game," says the poet, after telling her that she paints her face and buys her teeth and